THE   ARMY   OF   OCCUPATION

unknown. Consequently, the mental hospital at Sainte-
Anne houses some thousands of German soldiers. Nazi
psychiatrists treat these unfortunates who have lost their
reason after so many victories. As for the incurables, they
are dispatched quite simply and straightforwardly with
a revolver.

Such a kindly regime!

Many rumours regarding the German army creep into
circulation, but to verify them is sometimes difficult. As
an example here is one about "submarine infantry" which
was being passed on in August 1940. This, so the story
went, was Hitler's famous secret weapon for the invasion
of Britain.

According to the tale, German invasion troops were
equipped with one-piece waterproof uniforms and special
respirator helmets which were supplied with oxygen from
a container carried on the back in place of a haversack.
For swimming purposes they had a paddle contrivance
fitted to their hands and feet, and they were armed with
tommy-guns.

These special troops were chained together in fives, so
that they should not lose contact. This gave rise to the
idea that the morale of German troops was so bad that
their officers had to chain them to get them into battle.

''Submarine infantry" had special boats, built to
accommodate a hundred men. These were to be capsized
two or three hundred yards from the English coast, so
that the British would think the invaders all drowned and
relax precautions. Then on the beaches, suddenly, hun-
dreds of warriors would arrive, seemingly from another
planet. Their terrifying appearance was to be more effec-
tive than their weapons, and while the British fled in
terror, they were to march forward to the conquest of
old England.

Just like that!

The ''submarine infantry" of Hitler has no more
conquered Britain than his tanks have Russia.
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